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THE NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY (FREE AND 

COMPETENT LEGAL SERVICES) REGULATIONS, 2010 
(As amended vide notification F.No. L/61/10/NALSA dated 22.10.2018) 

 
- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 29 of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 (39 

of 1987) and in pursuance of the provisions in section 4 of the Act to make available free and 

competent legal services to the persons entitled thereto under section 12 of the said Act, the 

Central Authority hereby makes the following regulations, namely: - 

1. Short title, extent and commencement. – (1) These regulations may be called the National 

Legal Services Authority (Free and Competent Legal Services) Regulations, 2010. 

(2) They shall be applicable to Supreme Court Legal Services Committee, State Legal 

Services Authorities, High Court Legal Services Committees, District Legal Services 

Authorities, and Taluk Legal Services Committees in India. 

(3) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. Definitions. – (1) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, -  

(a) “Act” means the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 (39 of 1987);  

(b) “Form” means a Form annexed to these Regulations;  

(c) “Front Office” means a room in the Legal Services Institution where legal services 

are made available;  

(d) “Legal Practitioner” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (i) of section 2 

of the Advocates Act, 1961 (25 of 1961);  

(e) “Legal Services Institution” means the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee, 

a State Legal Services Authority, the High Court Legal Services Committee, District 

Legal Services Authority or the Taluk Legal Services Committee, as the case may be;  

1(ea) “Monitoring and Mentoring Committee” means the Committees set up under 

regulation 10; 

(eb) “Panel Lawyer” means a legal practitioner empanelled as a Panel lawyer under 

regulation 8; 

(f) “Para-Legal Volunteer” means a para-legal volunteer trained 2under the ‘National  

Legal Services Authority Scheme for Para Legal Volunteers’ and empanelled by a 

Legal Services Institution;  
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2 Inserted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
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3(fa) “Retainer Lawyer” means a Panel Lawyer designated as the Retainer Lawyer under sub-

regulation (9) of regulation 8; 

(g) “Secretary” means the Secretary of the Legal Services Institution;  

(h) “Section” means the section of the Act;  

(i) “State regulation” means regulation made by the State Authorities under the Act.  

2. All other words and expressions used but not defined in these regulations shall have the 

same meanings assigned to them in the Act.  

3. Application for legal services.- (1) An application for legal services may be 

presented preferably in Form-I in the local language or English. 

(2)  The applicant may furnish a summary of his grievances for which he seeks legal services, 

in a separate sheet along with the application. 

(3) An  application,  though  not  in  Form-I,  may  also  be  entertained,  if reasonably  

explains  the  facts  to  enable  the  applicant  to  seek  legal services. 

(4) If the applicant is illiterate or unable to give the application on his or her own, the Legal 

Services Institutions may make arrangement for helping the applicant to fill up the application 

form and to prepare a note of his or her grievances. 

(5) Oral requests  for legal services  may also be entertained  in the same manner as an 

application under sub-regulation (1) and (2). 

(6) An applicant advised by the para-legal volunteers, legal aid clubs, legal aid  clinics  and  

voluntary  social  service  institutions  shall  also  be considered for free legal services. 

(7) Requests received through e-mails and interactive on-line facility also may be considered 

for free legal services after verification of the identity of the applicant and on ensuring that he or 

she owns the authorship of the grievances projected. 

4.  Legal Services Institution to have a front office.- (1) All Legal Services Institutions shall 

have a front office to be manned by 4[a Retainer Lawyer on rotational basis and] one or more 

para-legal volunteers available during office hours.  

5Provided that persons with the qualification of Masters degree in Social Work or 

Diploma or Masters’ degree in psychiatry or psychology from any recognised institute or 

university may also be called to the front office as and when necessary.  

6(2) ******  

                                                           
3 Inserted vide notification dated 31/7/2012, published in the Gazette of India on 25/8/2012. 
4 Inserted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
5 Inserted vide notification dated 31/7/2012, published in the Gazette of India on 25/8/2012. 
6 Omitted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
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7(3) The Para-Legal Volunteers in the front office shall render services such as issuing of 

simple notices, drafting of applications and petitions, providing basic information on the course 

of action to be taken in a situation and to act as an intermediary between the persons in need of 

legal services and the legal services institutions to enable such persons to gain access to justice.  

8(4) The Para-Legal Volunteers or the panel lawyer or the retainer lawyer, as the case may 

be, in the front office may obtain secretarial assistance from the staff of the Legal Services 

Institutions.  

9(5) ******** 

105. Proof of entitlement of free legal services. –  A self-certificate of the applicant, along 

with self-attested copy of relevant documents or certificates, if any, that he falls under the 

categories of persons entitled to free legal services under Section 12 of the Act shall ordinarily 

be sufficient. 

11(2) ********* 

12(3) ******** 

6. Consequences of false or untrue details furnished by the applicant. –The applicant shall 

be informed that if free legal services have been obtained by furnishing incorrect or false 

information or in a fraudulent manner, the legal services shall be stopped forthwith and that the 

expenses incurred by the Legal Services Institutions shall be recoverable from him or her. 

 
137. Scrutiny and evaluation of the application for free legal services.-  (1) The application 

for legal services, for eligibility of the applicant and existence of a prima facie case to prosecute 

or to defend, shall be scrutinised by the Member-Secretary or Secretary, as the case may be, or 

any officer, deputed by him: 

 

 Provided that a defendant in a civil case and an accused or a convict in a criminal case 

shall be deemed to have prima facie case to defend or to file an appeal against his conviction 

and sentence:  

 

 Provided further that in case, there is some difficulty to determine the prima facie 

case to prosecute, the Member-Secretary or Secretary may for this purpose, seek opinion from 

a panel lawyer having more than seven years standing at the Bar:  

 

                                                           
7 Inserted vide notification dated 31/7/2012, published in the Gazette of India on 25/8/2012. 
 
8 Inserted vide notification dated 31/7/2012, published in the Gazette of India on 25/8/2012. 
9 Omitted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
10 Substituted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
11 Omitted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
12 Omitted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
13 Substituted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
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 Provided further that in case of the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee, the 

Secretary shall seek opinion from an Advocate having more than fifteen years standing at the 

Bar.  

(2) A decision on application for legal services shall be taken immediately, but not more 

than seven days from the date of receipt of the application.  

 

(3) If the applicant is not covered under the categories mentioned in section 12, he or she 

shall be advised to seek assistance from any other body or person rendering free legal services 

either voluntarily or under any other scheme. 

(4) The Legal Services Institution shall maintain a list of such agencies, institutions or 

persons who have expressed willingness to render free legal services.  

(5) Any person aggrieved by the decision or order of the Member-Secretary or the Secretary, 

as the case may be, he may prefer appeal to the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal 

Services Institution and the decision or order in appeal shall be final.   

(6) In case the Member-Secretary or Secretary of the Legal Services Institution decides to 

provide legal services through a panel lawyer, the choice of the panel lawyer, if expressed by the 

applicant, may be considered. 

 
148. Selection of legal practitioners as panel lawyers. – (1) Every Legal Services Institution 

shall invite applications from legal practitioners for their empanelment as panel lawyers and 

such applications shall be accompanied with proof of the professional experience with special 

reference to the type of cases which the applicant-legal practitioners may prefer to be entrusted 

with.  

(2) The applications received under sub-regulation (1) shall be scrutinised and selection of 

the panel lawyers shall be made by the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services 

Institution in consultation with the Attorney General [for the Supreme Court], Advocate General 

[for the High Court], District Attorney or Government Pleader [for District and Taluka level] and 

the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee set up under regulation 10:  

 Provided that the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may 

also suo moto empanel any legal practitioner;  

(3) No legal practitioner having less than three years’ experience at the Bar shall ordinarily 

be empaneled.  

(4) District Legal Services Authorities and Taluk Legal Services Committees shall get the 

panel approved from the Executive Chairman of the State Legal Services Authority. 
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(5) The Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution shall take into 

consideration the competency, integrity, suitability, and experience of lawyers for the 

empanelment.  

(6) There may be representation of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, women and 

differently abled lawyers in the panel. 

(7) The Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may maintain 

separate panels for dealing with different types of cases like Civil, Criminal, Constitutional Law, 

Environmental Law, Labour Laws, Matrimonial disputes, Juvenile Justice, etc.  

(8) The Member-Secretary or Secretary, as the case may be, may assign a case to a panel 

lawyer of a subject matter other than for which he has been empanelled. 

(9) The Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may, in consultation with the Executive 

Chairman of the State Legal Services Authority or National Legal Services Authority, as the case 

may be, prepare a list of legal practitioners from among the panel lawyers to be designated as 

Retainers.  

(10) The Retainer lawyers shall be selected for a period fixed by the Executive Chairman on 

rotation basis or by any other method specified by the Executive Chairman;  

(11) The strength of Retainer lawyers shall not exceed, -  

(a)  twenty in the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee;  

(b)  fifteen in the High Court Legal Services Committee;  

(c)  ten in the District Legal Authority;  

(d)  five in the Taluk Legal Services Committee. 

(12) The honorarium payable to Retainer lawyer shall not be less than, -  

(a)  rupees forty thousand per month in the case of Supreme Court Legal Services 

Committee;  

(b)  rupees twenty five thousand per month in the case of State Legal Services 

Authority or High Court Legal Services Committee;  

(c)  rupees fifteen thousand per month in the case of District Legal Services 

Authority;  

(d)  rupees ten thousand per month in the case of the Taluk Legal Services 

Committee:  

 

Provided that the honorarium specified in this sub-regulation is in addition to the 

honorarium or fee payable by the Legal Services Institution for each case entrusted to the Retainer 

lawyer. 

(13) The panel prepared under sub-regulation (2) for the period of three years shall also be 

reviewed and updated periodically by the Executive Chairman or the Chairman, as the case may 

be, keeping in view the performance of the panel lawyers. 
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(14) The Legal Services Institution shall be at liberty for withdrawing any case from a 

Retainer Panel Lawyer during any stage of the proceedings.  

(15) If a panel lawyer is desirous of withdrawing from a case he shall state the reasons thereof 

to the Member-Secretary or the Secretary, as the case may be, and the panel lawyer may be 

permitted to do so by an order.   

(16) The panel lawyers shall not ask for or receive any fee, remuneration or any valuable 

consideration in any manner, from the person to whom he has rendered legal services under these 

regulations.  

(17) If the panel lawyer engaged is not performing satisfactorily or has acted contrary to the 

object and spirit of the Act and these regulations, the Legal Services Institution shall take 

appropriate steps including withdrawal of the case from such lawyer and his removal from the 

panel.  

(18) The panel lawyers shall undergo training periodically as per modules prepared by the 

National Legal Services Authority and the State Legal Services Authority.  

(19) The participation in the training programme shall be a relevant consideration for the 

retention or continuation of panel lawyers.  

159. Legal services by way of legal advice, consultation, drafting and conveyancing. - (1) 

The Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may maintain a separate 

panel of senior lawyers, law firms, retired judicial officers, mediators, conciliators and law 

professors in the law universities or law colleges for providing legal advice and other legal 

services like drafting and conveyancing.   

(2) The Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal   Services   Institution,   as   the   case   

may be, may maintain a separate panel of retired senior bureaucrats, senior executives, retired 

police officials, doctors, engineers, psychiatrists, marriage counsellors, chartered accountants, 

educationists and other experts of the specialised field for legal services and honorarium payable 

to them shall be decided by the Executive Chairman of State Legal Services Authority or the 

Chairman of the Supreme Court Legal Committee, as the case may be.  

(3) The Member-Secretary may send a request to Senior Advocates to volunteer their pro bono 

professional services for rendering advice as and when required.”.  

1610. Monitoring and Mentoring Committee. - (1) Every  Legal  Services  Institution  shall  set  

up  a Monitoring and Mentoring Committee for close monitoring of the court based legal services 

rendered and the progress of the cases in the legal aided matters and to guide and advise the panel 

lawyers. 

(2) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the level of the Supreme Court shall consist 

of, - 

                                                           
15 Substituted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
16 Substituted vide notification dated 22/10/2018, published in the Gazette of India on 25/10/2018. 
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(i) a sitting or retired judge of the Supreme Court or a Senior Advocate as may be 

nominated by the Chairman, Supreme Court Legal Services Committee; 

 

(ii) Secretary, Supreme  Court  Legal  Services Committee; 

 

(iii) a renowned Academician or an Advocate-on-Record having ten years of practice 

to be nominated by the Chairman of the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee; 

 

(iv) The Legal Service Counsel-cum-Consultant, Supreme Court Legal Services 

Committee. 

(3) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the level of the High Court shall consist of, - 

(i) a sitting or retired Judge of the High Court or a Senior Advocate as may be nominated 

by the Chairman, High Court Legal Services Committee; 

(ii) Secretary,    High    Court    Legal    Services Committee. 

(4) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the State or District Legal Services Authority 

shall consist of,  - 

(i) Member-Secretary or Secretary of the Legal Services Institution, as the case may be; 

(ii) one serving judicial officer from the State Higher Judicial Service; 

(iii) one retired judicial officer or one Advocate of fifteen years’ standing or more.  

(5) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the Taluk Legal Services Committee shall 

consist of, – 

(i) Chairman   of   the   Taluk   Legal   Services Committee; 

(ii) one retired judicial officer;  

(iii) one advocate of 10 years standing or more.  

(6) The members of the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall render their services on 

the days as may be required and fixed by the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal 

Services Institution and the members except serving Judicial Officers shall be paid the honorarium 

as fixed by the Executive Chairman. 

1711. Procedure of the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee. - (1) Whenever court based 

legal aid is provided to an applicant, the Member-Secretary or Secretary as the case may be, shall 

send the details in Form II to the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the earliest. 
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(2) The   Legal   Services   Institution   shall   provide adequate staff and infrastructure to the 

Monitoring and Mentoring Committee for maintaining the records of the day-to-day progress of 

the legal aided cases. 

(3) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall assist the Legal Services Institution in 

organising training programmes for panel lawyers from time to time to enhance the skill of the 

panel lawyers. 

(4) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall mentor the panel lawyers and guide them 

in providing quality legal services. 

(5) The   Monitoring   and   Mentoring   Committee shall maintain a register for legal aided 

cases for monitoring the day-to-day progress of the case and the end result (success or failure) in 

respect of cases for which legal aid is allowed and the said register shall be scrutinised every month 

by the Member-Secretary or Secretary or the Chairman, as the case may be. 

(6) The Legal Services Institution may request the Presiding Officer of the court to allow 

access to the registers maintained by the court for ascertaining the progress of the cases. 

(7) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall keep a watch on the progress of the case 

by calling for reports from the panel lawyers within such time as may be determined by the 

Committee. 

(8) If the progress of the case is not satisfactory, the Committee may advise the Legal Services 

Institution to take appropriate steps. 

(9) The Committees shall meet at least once in a fortnight.    

(10) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee may meet as and when the meeting is 

convened by the Member-Secretary or the Secretary as the case may be. 

12. Monitoring and Mentoring Committee to submit bi-monthly reports.– (1) The 

Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall submit bi-monthly reports containing its 

independent assessment on the progress of each and every legal aid case and the performance of 

the panel lawyer or Retainer lawyer, to the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal 

Services Institution. 

(2) After evaluating the reports by the Committee, the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the 

Legal Services Institution shall decide the course of action to be taken in each case. 

(3) It shall be the duty of the Member-Secretary or Secretary of the Legal Services Institution 

to place the reports of the Monitoring Committee before the Executive Chairman or Chairman of 

the Legal Services Institution and to obtain orders.  

13. Financial assistance. – (1) If  a  case  for  which  legal  aid  has  been  granted  

requires   additional expenditure  like  payment  of  court  fee,  the  fee  payable  to  the  court 

appointed commissions,  for summoning  witnesses  or documents, expenses for obtaining 

certified copies etc., the LegalServices Institution  may  take  urgent  steps   for  disbursement  



 

(P/9) 
 

of  the  requisite amount on the advice of the panel lawyer or Monitoring and Mentoring  

Committee. 

(2) In the case of appeal or revision the Legal Services Institution may bear the expenses 

for obtaining certified copies  of the judgment and  case records. 

14. Payment of fee to the panel lawyers. - (1) Panel lawyers shall be paid fee in accordance 

with the Schedule of fee, as approved under the State regulations. 

(2) The State Legal Services Authority and other Legal Services Institution shall  effect  

periodic  revision  of the  honorarium  to  be  paid  to  panel lawyers for the different types of 

services rendered by them in legal aid cases. 

(3) As soon as the report of completion of the proceedings is received from the panel 

lawyer, the Legal Services Institution shall, without any delay, pay the 

15.  Special engagement of senior advocates in appropriate cases. -  (1)  If the Monitoring 

and Mentoring Committee or Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services 

Institution is of the opinion that services of senior advocate, though not included in the 

approved panel of lawyers, has to be provided in any particular case the Legal Services 

Institution may engage such senior advocate. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the State regulations, the Executive Chairman 

or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may decide the honorarium of such senior advocate.  

 18[*****] 

16. Evaluation of the legal aid cases by the National Legal Services Authority and 

State Legal Services Authorities. – (1) The Supreme Court Legal Services Committee shall 

send copies of the bi-monthly reports of the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee of the 

Supreme Court Legal Services Committee to the Central Authority. 

(2) The High Court Legal Services Committees, the State Legal Services Authorities 

shall submit copies of the bi-monthly reports of their Monitoring and Mentoring Committees 

to their Patron-in-Chief. 

(3) The District Legal Services Authorities and Taluk Legal Services Committees shall 

submit copies of the bi-monthly reports of their Monitoring and Mentoring Committees to the 

Executive Chairman of the State Legal Services Authority.  

(4) The State Legal Services Authorities shall also send consolidated half- yearly reports 

of the Monitoring Committees, indicating the success or failure of each of the legal aided cases, 

to the Central Authority. 

(5) In  appropriate  cases,  the  Executive  Chairman  of  the  National  Legal Services  

Authority  may  nominate  and  authorise  the  members  of  its Central  Authority to supervise,  
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monitor  or advise  the  Legal  Services Institution for effective and successful implementation 

of these regulations. 
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FORM –I 

 

National Legal Services Authority 

(Free and Competent Legal Services) Regulations, -2010 
(see regulation-3) 

The Form of Application for Legal Services 

(This may be prepared in the regional language)  

Registration No.  

 

1. Name         :  

2. Permanent Address       : 

3. Contact Address with phone no. if any, e-mail ID, if any   :  

4. Whether the applicant belongs to the category 

    of persons mentioned in section -12 of the Act    : 

 

5. Monthly income of the applicant  

    :  

6. Whether proof has been produced in support of  

    income/eligibility u/s 12 of the Act     :  

 

7. Nature of legal aid or advise required     :  

 

8. A brief statement of the case, if court based legal services  

    is required        : 

 

 

………………………….. 

Signature of the applicant 
 

Place:  

 

Date: 
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Form-II  

 

National Legal Services Authority  

(Free and Competent Legal Services) Regulation, 2010  

(see regulation-11)  
Information furnished to the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee about the legal Services provided  

 

(i) Name of the Legal Services Institution  : …………………………….. 

 

(ii) Legal aid application number and  

     date on which legal aid was given.   : …………………………….. 

 

(iii) Name of the legal aid applicant    : …………………………….. 

 

(iv) Nature of case      : …………………………….. 

       (civil, criminal, constitutional law etc,).  

 

(v) Name and roll number of the lawyer  

      assigned to the applicant    : …………………………….. 

 

(vi) Name of the Court in which the case is  

       to be filed/defended    : …………………………….. 

 

 (vii) The date of engaging the panel lawyer   : ……………………………… 

 

(viii) Whether any monetary assistance like,  

        court fee, advocate commission fee, copying  : ………………………………. 

        charges etc. has been given in advance?  

 

(ix) Whether the case requires any interim  

       orders or appointment of commission?   : ……………………………… 

 

(x) Approximate expenditure for producing  

      records, summoning of witnesses etc.   : ………………………………. 

 

(xi) The expected time for conclusion of  

       the proceedings in the Court   : ………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 MEMBER-SECRETARY / SECRETARY  

 

Dated ………………………….. 
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 तूबर, 2018 फाफाफाफा.    संसंसंसं....    एलएलएलएल/61/10/नालसा/61/10/नालसा/61/10/नालसा/61/10/नालसा.—क� �ीय �ािधकरण, िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण अिधिनयम, 1987 (1987 का 39) क� धारा 29 �ारा �द� त शि
 तय  का �योग करते #ए और उ
 त अिधिनयम क� धारा 12 के अधीन उसके हकदार ( यि
 तय  को िन:शु� क और स+म िविधक सेवाएं उपल. ध करवाने के िलए अिधिनयम क� धारा 4 के उपबंध  के अनुसरण म� रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण (िन:शु� क और स+म िविधक सेवा) िविनयम, 2010 का और सशंोधन करने के िलए िन3 निलिखत िविनयम बनाती ह,ै अथा5त् :--   1111.  संि�� त.  संि�� त.  संि�� त.  संि�� त नाम और �ारंभ नाम और �ारंभ नाम और �ारंभ नाम और �ारंभ————(1)  इन िविनयम  का संि+8 त नाम रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण (िन:शु� क और स+म िविधक सेवा) संशोधन िविनयम, 2018 ह ै।      (2)  ये राजप; म� उनके �काशन क� तारीख को �वृ� त ह ग े।  2.2.2.2.  रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण (िन:शु� क और स+म िविधक सेवा) िविनयम, 2010 (िजसे इसम� इसके प? चात् मूल िविनयम कहा गया ह)ै के िविनयम 2 के उपिविनयम (1) म�,--  (i)  खंड (ड.क) के E थान पर िन3 निलिखत खंड रखे जाएंगे, अथा5त् :--  ‘(ड.क) ‘‘मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित’’ से िविनयम 10 के अधीन गGठत सिमित अिभ�ेत   ह ै;  (ड.ख)  ‘‘पैनल वक�ल’’ से िविनयम 8 के अधीन पैनल वक�ल के Jप म� पैनलकृत कोई िविध ( यवसायी अिभ�ेत ह ै;  
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 (ii)  खंड (च) के E थान पर ‘‘पैरा िविधक E वयं सेवक’’ स े पैरा िविधक E वयं सेवक  के िलए रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण E क�म के अधीन िविधक सेवा संE था �ारा �िशि+त और पैनलीकृत कोई पैरा िविधक E वयं सेवक अिभ�ेत ह’ै’ रखा जाएगा ।  (iii)  खंड (चक) म� को0 ठक और अंक ‘‘(6)’’ के E थान पर, ‘‘(9)’’ को0 ठक और अंक रखे जाएंगे । 3.  3.  3.  3.  मलू िविनयम  के िविनयम 4 म�,--  (i) उपिविनयम (1) म�, ‘‘काया5लय समय के दौरान उपल. ध’’ श. द  के प? चात् ‘‘चMानुMम के आधार पर एक �ितधारक वक�ल और’’ श. द अंत:E थािपत �कए जाएंगे ;  (ii)  उपिविनयम (2) और उपिविनयम (5) का लोप �कया जाएगा ;  4.  4.  4.  4.  मलू िविनयम  के िविनयम 5 के E थान पर िन3 निलिखत िविनयम रखा जाएगा, अथा5त् :--  ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘5555. िन:शु� क. िन:शु� क. िन:शु� क. िन:शु� क िविधक सेवा� के हकदार होने का सबूत िविधक सेवा� के हकदार होने का सबूत िविधक सेवा� के हकदार होने का सबूत िविधक सेवा� के हकदार होने का सबूत————इस बात के �क आवेदक अिधिनयम क� धारा 12 के अधीन िन:शु� क िविधक सेवा के िलए हकदार ( यि
 तय  के �वगP म� आता ह,ै सुसंगत दE तावेज  या �माणप; , य�द कोई ह , क� E वअनु�मािणत �ित के साथ उसका E व �माणप; साधारणतया पया58 त होगा ।’’  5.  5.  5.  5.  मलू िविनयम  के िविनयम 7 के E थान पर िन3 निलिखत िविनयम रखा जाएगा, अथा5त् :--  ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘7777. िन:शु� क. िन:शु� क. िन:शु� क. िन:शु� क िविधक सेवा� के  िविधक सेवा� के  िविधक सेवा� के  िविधक सेवा� के िलए आवेदन क! सवंी�ा और मू� यांिलए आवेदन क! सवंी�ा और मू� यांिलए आवेदन क! सवंी�ा और मू� यांिलए आवेदन क! सवंी�ा और मू� यांकनकनकनकन————(1) िविधक सेवाQ के िलए आवेदन हतुे आवेदक क� पा;ता और अिभयोजन या �ितर+ा के िलए �थमद0ृ टया मामल े क� िवSमानता क� संवी+ा, यथािE थित, सदE य-सिचव या सिचव या उसके �ारा �ितिनयु
 त �कसी अिधकारी �ारा क� जाएगी :      परंतु �कसी िसिवल मामले म� कोई �ितवादी और �कसी आपरािधक मामले म� कोई अिभयु
 त या िसTदोष ( यि
 त के िलए यह समझा जाएगा �क उसक� दोषिसिT और दडं के िवWT �ितर+ा के िलए उसके िवWT अपील फाइल करने के िलए �थमद0ृ टतया उसका मामला बनता   ह ै:   परंतु यह और �क य�द अिभयोजन के िलए �थमद0ृ टतया मामले के अवधारण म� कोई कGठनाई होती ह ैतो इस �योजन के िलए सदE य-सिचव या सिचव, बार म� सात वष5 से अिधक का अनुभव रखने वाल े�कसी पैनल वक�ल से राय क� ई8सा कर सकेगा;   परंतु यह और �क उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित क� दशा म� सिचव, बार का पZ �ह वष5 से अिधक के अनुभव रखने वाले �कसी अिधव
 ता से राय क� ई8 सा करेगा ।  (2)  िविध सेवाQ हतुे आवेदन पर कोई िविन? चय तुरंत, �कZ तु आवेदन क� �ाि8 त क� तारीख स े सात �दन से अनिधक के भीतर िलया जाएगा ।  (3)  य�द आवेदक धारा 12 म� व\णत �वगP के अंतग5त नह] आता ह ैतो उस े�कसी E वैिY छक या �कसी अZ य E क�म के अधीन िन:शु� क िविधक सेवाएं दनेे वाल े�कसी अZ य िनकाय या ( यि
 त स ेसहायता क� ई8 सा करने क� सलाह दी जाएगी ।   (4)  िविधक सेवा संE था, ऐसे अिभकरण , संE थाQ या ( यि
 तय  क� सूची रखेगा िजZ ह ने िन:शु� क िविधक सेवाएं दनेे क� रजामंदी ( य
 त क� ह ै।  (5)  यथािE थित, सदE य-सिचव या सिचव के िविन? चय या आदशे स े( यिथत कोई ( यि
 त, िविधक सेवा संE था के काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+ को अपील कर सकेगा और अपील म� उसका िविन? चय या आदशे अंितम होगा ।  
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 (6)  य�द िविधक सेवा संE था का सदE य-सिचव या सिचव, �कसी पैनल वक�ल के मा_ यम स ेिविधक सेवाएं उपल. ध करवाने का िविन? चय करता ह ैतो वक�ल के चुनाव पर, य�द आवेदक �ारा ( य
 त �कया गया ह,ै िवचार �कया जा सकेगा ।’’  6.6.6.6.  मूल िविनयम  के िविनयम 8 के E थान पर िन3 निलिखत िविनयम रखा जाएगा, अथा5त् :--  ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘8.8.8.8.    वक!ल$वक!ल$वक!ल$वक!ल$    के पैनल के 'प म( िविध ) यके पैनल के 'प म( िविध ) यके पैनल के 'प म( िविध ) यके पैनल के 'प म( िविध ) यवसाियय$ का चयनवसाियय$ का चयनवसाियय$ का चयनवसाियय$ का चयन————(1)        �� येक िविधक सेवा संE था पैनल वक�ल  के Jप म� िविध ( यवसाियय  से, उनके नाम पैनिलत करने के िलए आवेदन आमंि;त करेगा और ऐसे आवेदन  के साथ मामल  के �कार के िवशषे संदभ5 के साथ वृि� तक अनुभव का सबूत लगा होगा, िजस ेआवदेक-िविध ( यवसायी को मामला सaपे जाने म� अिधमानता दी जा सकेगी ।   (2)  उपिविनयम (1) के अधीन �ा8 त आवेदन  क� संवी+ा क� जाएगी और िविधक सेवा संE था के काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+ �ारा महाZ यायवादी (उY चतम Z यायालय के िलए), महा अिधव
 ता (उY च Z यायालय के िलए), िजला Z यायवादी या सरकारी अिधव
 ता (िजला और तालुक E तर के िलए) और िविनयम 10 के अधीन गGठत मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित से परामश5 करके वक�ल  के पैनल का चयन �कया जाएगा :   परंतु िविधक सेवा संE था का काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+ E व�ेरणा स े�कसी िविधक ( यवसायी को पैनल म� पैनिलत कर सकेगा ।  (3)  �कसी ऐसे िविध ( यवसायी को, िजसके पास बार का तीन वष5 से कम का अनुभव ह,ै साधारणतया पैनिलत नह] �कया जाएगा ।  (4)  िजला िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण  और तालुक िविधक सेवा सिमितय  को राb य िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण के काय5कारी अ_ य+ से अनुमो�दत पैनल उपल. ध करवाया जाएगा ।  (5)  िविधक सेवा संE था का काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+, नाम पैनिलत करने के िलए, वक�ल  क� +मता, स� यिन0 ठा, उपयु
 तता और अनुभव पर िवचार करेगा ।  (6)  पैनल म� अनुसूिचत जाितय , जनजाितय , मिहलाQ और �द( यांग वक�ल  का �ितिनिध� व हो सकेगा ।  (7)  िविधक सवेा संE था का काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+, िसिवल, दांिडक, संवैधािनक िविध, पया5वरण, dम िविध, वैवािहक िववाद, �कशोर Z याय आ�द जैसे िविभZ न �कार के मामल  के संबंध म� पृथक पैनल रख सकेगा ।  (8)  यथािE थित,  सदE य सिचव या सिचव, �कसी पैनल वक�ल को, उस िवषय वE तु से िजसके िलए उस पैनिलत �कया गया ह,ै िभZ न िवषय वE तु संबंधी मामला सaप  सकेगा ।  (9)  िविधक सवेा संE था का अ_ य+, यथािE थित, राb य िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण या रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण के काय5कारी अ_ य+ के परामश5 से पैनल वक�ल  म� से �ितधारक  के Jप म� पदािभिहत �कए जाने वाले िविध ( यवसाियय  क� एक सूची तैयार कर सकेगा ।  (10)  �ितधारक वक�ल  का चयन काय5कारी अ_ य+ �ारा एक िनि? चत अविध के िलए चMानुMम आधार पर या काय5कारी अ_ य+ �ारा िविनeद0 ट �कसी अZ य पTित �ारा �कया जाएगा । (11)  �ितधारक वक�ल  क� सfं या िन3 निलिखत से अिधक नह] होगी :-  (क)  उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित म� बीस ; (ख)  उY च Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित म� पं�ह; (ग) िजला िविधक �ािधकरण म� दस; (घ) तालुक िविधक सेवा सिमित म� पांच; (12)  �ितधारक वक�ल  को सदंये मानदेय िन3 निलिखत से कम नह] होगा,-- 
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 (क) उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित क� दशा म� चालीस हजार Wपये �ितमास; (ख) राb य िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण या उY च Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित क� दशा म� पY चीस हजार Wपये �ितमास; (ग) िजला िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण  क� दशा म� पं�ह हजार Wपये �ितमास; (घ) तालुक िविधक सेवा सिमित  क� दशा म� दस हजार Wपये �ितमास:  परंतु इस उपिविनयम म� िविनeद0 ट मानदये िविधक सेवा संE था �ारा �ितधारक वक�ल  को सaपे गए �� येक मामले म� संदये मानदये या फ�स के अितGर
 त होगा । (13) तीन वष5 क� अविध के िलए उपिविनयम (2) के अधीन तैयार �कया गया पैनल का, यथािE थित, काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+ �ारा पैनल वक�ल  क� काय5+मता को _ यान म� रखते #ए कािलक Jप से पुन\वलोकन और अSतन भी �कया जाएगा ।  (14) िविधक सेवा संE था को काय5वािहय  के �कसी �Mम के दौरान �कसी �ितधारक वक�ल से कोई मामला वापस लेने क� E वतं;ता होगी ।  (15) य�द कोई पैनल वक�ल �कसी मामले से हटना चाहता ह ैतो वह, यथािE थित, सदE य-सिचव या सिचव को उसके कारण  का उ� लेख करेगा और उसके प? चात् पैनल वक�ल को ऐसा करने के िलए अनुhात �कया जा सकेगा ।  (16)  उस ( यि
 त से, िजस ेइन िविनयम  के अधीन िजस ( यि
 त को िविधक सेवाएं दी जा रह] ह , पैनल वक�ल �कसी भी रीित म� कोई फ�स, या पाGरdिमक या मू� यवान �ितफल क� मांग नह] करेगा या �ा8 त नह] करेगा ।  (17) य�द िनयु
 त पैनल वक�ल संतोषजनक ढंग से काय5 नह] कर रहा ह ैया उसने अिधिनयम और इन िविनयम  के उjे? य और भावना के �ितकूल काय5 �कया ह,ै तो िविधक सेवा संE था समिुचत कदम उठाएगी िजसके अंतग5त ऐस ेवक�ल से मामला वापस लेना और उस ेपैनल से हटाया जाना भी ह ै।  (18) पैनल वक�ल, रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण और राb य िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण �ारा तैयार �कए गए माlूल  के अनुसार समय-समय पर �िश+ण �ा8 त कर�गे ।  (19) पैनल वक�ल  के �ितधारण या बने रहने के िलए �िश+ण काय5Mम म� भाग लेना एक सुसंगत आकलन होगा ।  7.  7.  7.  7.  मलू िविनयम  के िविनयम 9 के E थान पर िन3 निलिखत िविनयम रखा जाएगा, अथा5त् :-  ''''''''9.  िविधक सलाह9.  िविधक सलाह9.  िविधक सलाह9.  िविधक सलाह,,,,    परामश+परामश+परामश+परामश+,,,,    �ा�ा�ा�ा''''पण और ह- तांपण और ह- तांपण और ह- तांपण और ह- तांतर तर तर तर ----    लेखन /ारा िविधक सेवाएं लेखन /ारा िविधक सेवाएं लेखन /ारा िविधक सेवाएं लेखन /ारा िविधक सेवाएं ---- (1)  िविधक सेवा संE था का काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+, िविधक सलाह और �ाJपण और हE तांतर-लेखन जैसी अZ य िविधक सेवाएं उपल. ध करवाने के िलए b ये0 ठ वक�ल , िविध फमP, सेवािनवृ� त अिधकाGरय , म_ यE थ , सुलहकता5Q और िविध िव? विवSालय  या िविध महािवSालय  के िविध आचायP का एक पृथक पैनल रख सकेगा । (2) िविधक सेवा संE था का, यथािE थित, काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+, सेवािनवृ� त b ये0 ठ नौकरशाह , b ये0 ठ काय5पालक , सेवािनवृ� त पुिलस अिधकाGरय , डा
 टर , इंजीिनयर , मनि? च�क� सक, िववाह परामश5दाता, चाट5रअकाउंट�ट, िश+ािवद ्और िविधक सेवाQ के िलए िवशेषh +े; के अZ य िवशषेh  का एक पृथक पैनल रख सकेगा और उनको संदये पाGरdिमक का िविन? चय; यथािE थित, राb य िविधक सवेा �ािधकरण के काय5कारी अ_ य+ या उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सिमित के अ_ य+ �ारा �कया जाएगा ।  (3) सदE य - सिचव b ये0 ठ अिधव
 ताQ से लोकिहत म� अपनी वृि� तक सेवाएं जब कभी अपेि+त ह , देने का अनुरोध कर सकेगा ।  8.8.8.8.  मूल िविनयम  के िविनयम 10 के E थान पर िन3 निलिखत िविनयम रखा जाएगा, अथा5त् :-  
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 “10.“10.“10.“10.    मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित –––– (1) �� येक िविधक सेवा संE था मामल  म� दी जाने वाली Z यायालय आधाGरत सेवाQ और उनक� �गित को िनकटता से मानीटर करने के िलए और पैनल वक�ल  का माग5दश5न और सलाह के िलए एक मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित का गठन करेगी ।  (2) उY चतम Z यायालय E तर पर मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित िन3 निलिखत से िमलकर बनेगी – (i) उY चतम Z यायालय का पीठासीन या सेवािनवृ� त Z यायाधीश या b ये0 ठ अिधव
 ता िजस े उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित के अ_ य+ �ारा नामिनeद0 ट �कया जाए ; (ii) सिचव, उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित ; (iii) उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित के अ_ य+ �ारा नामिनeद0 ट �कया जाने वाला कोई िवf यात अकादमीिशयन या ऐसा अिभलेख अिधव
 ता िजसे दस वष5 का िविध ( यवसाय का अनुभव हो ; (iv) िविधक सेवा काउंसेल सह परामश5दाता, उY चतम Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित ।  (3)  उY च Z यायालय E तर पर मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित िन3 निलिखत से िमलकर    बनेगी – (i) उY च Z यायालय का पीठासीन या सेवािनवृ� त Z यायाधीश या कोई b ये0 ठ अिधव
 ता, िजसे अ_ य+, उY च Z यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित �ारा नामिनeद0 ट �कया जाए ; (ii) सिचव, उY च न्  यायालय िविधक सेवा सिमित । (4) राb य या िजला िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण क� मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित िन3 निलिखत से िमलकर  बनेगी –  (i)  िविधक सेवा संE था का, यथािE थित, सदE य-सिचव या सिचव ; (ii) राb य उY चतर Z याियक सेवा से एक सेवारत Z याियक अिधकारी ; (iii) एक सेवािनवृ� त Z याियक अिधकारी या एक ऐसा अिधव
 ता जो पं�ह वष5 या अिधक समय से िविध ( यवसाय कर रहा हो ।  (5)  तालुक िविधक सेवा सिमित क� मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित िन3 निलिखत से िमलकर   बनेगी, -- (i) तालुक िविधक सेवा सिमित का अ_ य+ ; (ii) एक सवेािनवृ� त Z याियक अिधकारी ; (iii) एक ऐसा अिधव
 ता जो दस वष5 या अिधक समय से िविध ( यवसाय कर रहा हो ।  (6)  मानीटरी सिमित और परामश5दा;ी सिमित, ऐसे �दवस  को अपनी सेवाए ंदगेी जब िविधक सेवा संE था के काय5कारी अ_ य+ या अ_ य+ �ारा अपिे+त हो और उनके �ारा िनयत �कए जाएं और सदE य  को, सेवारत Z याियक अिधकाGरय  को छोड़कर ऐसा पाGरdिमक संद� त �कया जाएगा जो काय5कारी अ_ य+ �ारा िनयत �कया जाए ।”। 9.9.9.9. मूल िविनयम  के िविनयम 11 के E थान पर िन3 निलिखत िविनयम रखा जाएगा, अथा5त् :-  ““““11.11.11.11.    मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित क! �23या मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित क! �23या मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित क! �23या मानीटरी और परामश+दा1ी सिमित क! �23या –––– (1) जब कभी �कसी आवेदक को Z यायालय आधाGरत िविधक सहायता उपल. ध कराई जाती ह ैतो, यथािE थित, सदE य सिचव या सिचव, मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित को, यथाशीo �Jप 2 म� . यौरे भजेगेा । (2) िविधक सेवा संE था, िविधक सहायता संबंधी मामल  क� �दन �ित�दन क� �गित के अिभलेख  के अनुर+ण के िलए मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित को कम5चारीवंृद और आधारभूत संरचना �दान करेगा । (3) मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित, िविधक सेवा संE था को पैनल वक�ल  क� कौशल वृिT के हतुे समय समय पर पैनल वक�ल  के िलए �िश+ण काय5Mम  के आयोजन म� सहायता करेगी ।  (4) मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित, गुणव� ता वाली िविधक सेवाएं उपल. ध करवान ेके िलए पैनल वक�ल  को परामश5 देगी और उनका माग5दश5न करेगी ।  
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 (5)   मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित,  मामले क� �दन �ित�दन �गित को मानीटर करन े के िलए िविधक सहायता �ा8 त मामल  का और ऐसे मामल  के संबंध म� िजसके िलए िविधक सहायता अनुhात क� जाती ह,ै अंितम िनण5य (सफलता या असफलता) का एक रिजE टर रखेगी तथा उ
 त रिजE टर क� �� येक मास, यथािE थित, सदE य-सिचव या सिचव या अ_ य+ �ारा संवी+ा क� जाएगी ।  (6) िविधक सेवा संE था, Z यायालय के पीठासीन अिधकारी स,े मामल  क� �गित सुिनि? चत करने के िलए Z यायालय �ारा अनुरि+त रिजE टर  तक प#चं अनुhात करने का अनुरोध करेगी । (7) मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित, ऐसे समय के भीतर, जो सिमित �ारा अवधाGरत �कया जाए, पैनल वक�ल  से Gरपोट5 मांगकर मामले क� �गित पर िनगरानी रखेगी । (8) य�द मामले क� �गित संतोष�द नह] ह ैतो सिमित, िविधक सेवा संE था को समुिचत कदम उठाने के िलए सलाह द ेसकेगी । (9)  सिमित, दो स8 ताह म� कम से कम एक बार बैठक करेगी ।  (10) मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित, यथािE थित, सदE य-सिचव या सिचव जब कभी भी बैठक बुलाएगा, बैठक करेगी ।  10.10.10.10. मलू िविनयम  के िविनयम 12 म� “मानीटरी सिमित” श. द  के E थान पर, दोन  E थान  पर, जहा ं वे आते हp, “मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित ” श. द रखे जाएंगे ।  11.11.11.11. मूल िविनयम  के िविनयम 13 म� “मानीटरी सिमित” श. द  के E थान पर “मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित ” श. द रखे जाएंगे । 12.12.12.12. मूल िविनयम  के िविनयम 15 म� “मानीटरी सिमित” श. द  के E थान पर “मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित ” श. द रखे जाएंगे । 13. 13. 13. 13. मूल िविनयम  के िविनयम 16 म� “मानीटरी सिमित” श. द  के E थान पर “मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित ” श. द रखे जाएंगे । 14.14.14.14. मूल िविनयम  के �Jप 2 के शीष5 म� “मानीटरी सिमित” श. द  के E थान पर “मानीटरी और परामश5दा;ी सिमित ” श. द रखे जाएंगे । आलोक अqवाल, सदE य-सिचव [िव�ापन-III/4/असा. /319/18] �ट� प�ट� प�ट� प�ट� पणणणण:--------मूल िविनयम भारत के राजप�, असाधारण, भाग 3, खंड 4 अिधसूचना सं� या एल/61/10/नालसा तारीख 9 िसतंबर, 2010 �ारा �कािशत �कए गए थे और अंितम संशोधन अिधसूचना सं� या एल/61/10/नालसा तारीख 6 अग! त, 2014 �ारा �कया गया था । 
 

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 

(DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) 

(NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 22nd October, 2018 

F. No. L/61/10/NALSA.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 29 of the Legal Services Authorities 

Act, 1987 (39 of 1987) and in pursuance of the provisions in section 4 of the Act to make available free and competent 

legal services to the persons entitled thereto under section 12 of the said Act, the Central Authority hereby makes the 

following regulations further to amend the National Legal Services Authority (Free and Competent Legal Services) 

Regulations, 2010, namely: - 

1. Short title and commencement. – (1) These regulations may be called the National Legal Services Authority 

(Free and Competent Legal Services) Amendment Regulations, 2018. 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.  

2.  In the National Legal Services Authority (Free and Competent Legal Services) Regulations, 2010 (hereinafter 

referred to as the principal regulations), in regulation 2, in sub-regulation (1), - 
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(i) for clause (ea), the following clauses shall be substituted, namely:-  

‘(ea) “Monitoring and Mentoring Committee” means the Committees set up under regulation 10; 

(eb) “Panel Lawyer” means a legal practitioner empanelled as a Panel lawyer under regulation 8;’;  

(ii) in clause (f ), for  the words “as such”, the words “under the ‘National  Legal Services Authority Scheme 

for Para Legal Volunteers’ and empanelled” shall be substituted. 

(iii) in clause (fa), for the bracket and figure “(6)”, the bracket and figure “(9)” shall be substituted.  

3.  In the principal regulations, in regulation 4, -  

(i) in sub-regulation (1) after the words “manned by”, the words “a Retainer Lawyer on rotational basis and” 

shall be inserted; 

(ii) sub-regulation (2) and sub-regulation (5) shall be omitted; 

4. In the principal regulations, for regulation 5, the following regulation shall be substituted, namely:- 

“5. Proof of entitlement of free legal services. -  A self-certificate of the applicant, along with self-attested 

copy of relevant documents or certificates, if any, that he falls under the categories of persons entitled to free 

legal services under Section 12 of the Act shall ordinarily be sufficient.” 

5. In the principal regulations, for regulation 7, the following regulation shall be substituted, namely: - 

“7. Scrutiny and evaluation of the application for free legal services.-  (1) The application for legal services, 

for eligibility of the applicant and existence of a prima facie case to prosecute or to defend, shall be scrutinised 

by the Member-Secretary or Secretary, as the case may be, or any officer, deputed by him: 

Provided that a defendant in a civil case and an accused or a convict in a criminal case shall be deemed 

to have prima facie case to defend or to file an appeal against his conviction and sentence:  

 Provided further that in case, there is some difficulty to determine the prima facie case to prosecute, the 

Member-Secretary or Secretary may for this purpose, seek opinion from a panel lawyer having more than seven 

years standing at the Bar:  

 Provided further that in case of the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee, the Secretary shall seek 

opinion from an Advocate having more than fifteen years standing at the Bar.  

(2) A decision on application for legal services shall be taken immediately, but not more than seven days from 

the date of receipt of the application.  

(3) If the applicant is not covered under the categories mentioned in section 12, he or she shall be advised to 

seek assistance from any other body or person rendering free legal services either voluntarily or under any other 

scheme. 

(4) The Legal Services Institution shall maintain a list of such agencies, institutions or persons who have 

expressed willingness to render free legal services.  

 (5) Any person aggrieved by the decision or order of the Member-Secretary or the Secretary, as the case may 

be, he may prefer appeal to the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution and the 

decision or order in appeal shall be final.   

(6) In case the Member-Secretary or Secretary of the Legal Services Institution decides to provide legal services 

through a panel lawyer, the choice of the panel lawyer, if expressed by the applicant, may be considered.” 

6.  In the principal regulations, for regulation 8, the following regulation shall be substituted, namely: - 

“8. Selection of legal practitioners as panel lawyers. – (1) Every Legal Services Institution shall invite 

applications from legal practitioners for their empanelment as panel lawyers and such applications shall be 

accompanied with proof of the professional experience with special reference to the type of cases which the 

applicant-legal practitioners may prefer to be entrusted with.  

(2) The applications received under sub-regulation (1) shall be scrutinised and selection of the panel lawyers 

shall be made by the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution in consultation with the 

Attorney General [for the Supreme Court], Advocate General [for the High Court], District Attorney or 

Government Pleader [for District and Taluka level] and the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee set up under 

regulation 10:  

 Provided that the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may also suo moto 

empanel any legal practitioner; 

(3) No legal practitioner having less than three years’ experience at the Bar shall ordinarily be empaneled.  
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(4) District Legal Services Authorities and Taluk Legal Services Committees shall get the panel approved from 

the Executive Chairman of the State Legal Services Authority. 

(5) The Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution shall take into consideration the 

competency, integrity, suitability, and experience of lawyers for the empanelment.  

(6) There may be representation of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, women and differently abled 

lawyers in the panel. 

(7) The Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may maintain separate panels for 

dealing with different types of cases like Civil, Criminal, Constitutional Law, Environmental Law, Labour 

Laws, Matrimonial disputes, Juvenile Justice, etc.  

(8) The Member-Secretary or Secretary, as the case may be, may assign a case to a panel lawyer of a subject 

matter other than for which he has been empanelled. 

(9) The Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may, in consultation with the Executive Chairman of the 

State Legal Services Authority or National Legal Services Authority, as the case may be, prepare a list of legal 

practitioners from among the panel lawyers to be designated as Retainers.  

(10) The Retainer lawyers shall be selected for a period fixed by the Executive Chairman on rotation basis or by 

any other method specified by the Executive Chairman.  

(11) The strength of Retainer lawyers shall not exceed, -   

(a)  twenty in the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee;  

(b)  fifteen in the High Court Legal Services Committee;  

(c)  ten in the District Legal Authority;  

(d)  five in the Taluk Legal Services Committee. 

(12) The honorarium payable to Retainer lawyer shall not be less than, -  

(a)  rupees forty thousand per month in the case of Supreme Court Legal Services Committee;  

(b)  rupees twenty five thousand per month in the case of State Legal Services Authority or High Court 

Legal Services Committee;  

(c)  rupees fifteen thousand per month in the case of District Legal Services Authority;  

(d)  rupees ten thousand per month in the case of the Taluk Legal Services Committee:  

 

Provided that the honorarium specified in this sub-regulation is in addition to the honorarium 

or fee payable by the Legal Services Institution for each case entrusted to the Retainer lawyer. 

(13) The panel prepared under sub-regulation (2) for the period of three years shall also be reviewed and 

updated periodically by the Executive Chairman or the Chairman, as the case may be, keeping in view the 

performance of the panel lawyers. 

(14) The Legal Services Institution shall be at liberty for withdrawing any case from a Retainer Panel Lawyer 

during any stage of the proceedings.  

(15) If a panel lawyer is desirous of withdrawing from a case he shall state the reasons thereof to the Member-

Secretary or the Secretary, as the case may be, and the panel lawyer may be permitted to do so by an order.   

 (16) The panel lawyers shall not ask for or receive any fee, remuneration or any valuable consideration in any 

manner, from the person to whom he has rendered legal services under these regulations.  

(17) If the panel lawyer engaged is not performing satisfactorily or has acted contrary to the object and spirit of 

the Act and these regulations, the Legal Services Institution shall take appropriate steps including withdrawal 

of the case from such lawyer and his removal from the panel.  

(18) The panel lawyers shall undergo training periodically as per modules prepared by the National Legal 

Services Authority and the State Legal Services Authority. 

(19) The participation in the training programme shall be a relevant consideration for the retention or 

continuation of panel lawyers.”.  

7. In the principal regulations, for regulation 9, the following regulation shall be substituted, namely: - 

“9. Legal services by way of legal advice, consultation, drafting and conveyancing. - (1) The Executive 

Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution may maintain a separate panel of senior lawyers, law 

firms, retired judicial officers, mediators, conciliators and law professors in the law universities or law colleges 

for providing legal advice and other legal services like drafting and conveyancing.   
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(2) The Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal   Services   Institution,   as   the   case   may be, may 

maintain a separate panel of retired senior bureaucrats, senior executives, retired police officials, doctors, 

engineers, psychiatrists, marriage counsellors, chartered accountants, educationists and other experts of the 

specialised field for legal services and honorarium payable to them shall be decided by the Executive Chairman of 

State Legal Services Authority or the Chairman of the Supreme Court Legal Committee, as the case may be.  

(3) The Member-Secretary may send a request to Senior Advocates to volunteer their pro bono professional services 

for rendering advice as and when required.”.  

8.   In the principal regulations, for regulation 10, the following regulation shall be substituted, namely: - 

 

“10. Monitoring and Mentoring Committee. - (1) Every  Legal  Services  Institution  shall  set  up  a 

Monitoring and Mentoring Committee for close monitoring of the court based legal services rendered and the 

progress of the cases in the legal aided matters and to guide and advise the panel lawyers. 

 

(2) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the level of the Supreme Court shall consist of, - 

(i) a sitting or retired judge of the Supreme Court or a Senior Advocate as may be nominated by the 

Chairman, Supreme Court Legal Services Committee; 

(ii) Secretary, Supreme  Court  Legal  Services Committee; 

(iii) a renowned Academician or an Advocate-on-Record having ten years of practice to be nominated by 

the Chairman of the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee; 

(iv) The Legal Service Counsel-cum-Consultant, Supreme Court Legal Services Committee. 

(3) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the level of the High Court shall consist of, - 

(i) a sitting or retired Judge of the High Court or a Senior Advocate as may be nominated by the Chairman, 

High Court Legal Services Committee; 

(ii) Secretary, High Court Legal Services Committee. 

(4) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the State or District Legal Services Authority shall consist 

of,  - 

(i) Member-Secretary or Secretary of the Legal Services Institution, as the case may be; 

(ii) one serving judicial officer from the State Higher Judicial Service; 

(iii) one retired judicial officer or one Advocate of fifteen years’ standing or more.  

(5) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the Taluk Legal Services Committee shall consist of, – 

(i) Chairman   of   the   Taluk   Legal   Services Committee; 

(ii) one retired judicial officer;  

(iii) one advocate of 10 years standing or more.  

(6) The members of the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall render their services on the days as may be 

required and fixed by the Executive Chairman or Chairman of the Legal Services Institution and the members 

except serving Judicial Officers shall be paid the honorarium as fixed by the Executive Chairman.”. 

9.  In the principal regulations, for regulation 11, the following regulation shall be substituted, namely:-  

 “11. Procedure of the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee. - (1) Whenever court based legal aid is 

provided to an applicant, the Member-Secretary or Secretary as the case may be, shall send the details in Form 

II to the Monitoring and Mentoring Committee at the earliest. 

 

(2) The   Legal   Services   Institution   shall   provide adequate staff and infrastructure to the Monitoring and 

Mentoring Committee for maintaining the records of the day-to-day progress of the legal aided cases. 

 

(3) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall assist the Legal Services Institution in organising training 

programmes for panel lawyers from time to time to enhance the skill of the panel lawyers. 

 

(4) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall mentor the panel lawyers and guide them in providing 

quality legal services. 

 

(5) The   Monitoring   and   Mentoring   Committee shall maintain a register for legal aided cases for monitoring 

the day-to-day progress of the case and the end result (success or failure) in respect of cases for which legal aid 
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is allowed and the said register shall be scrutinised every month by the Member-Secretary or Secretary or the 

Chairman, as the case may be. 

 

(6) The Legal Services Institution may request the Presiding Officer of the court to allow access to the registers 

maintained by the court for ascertaining the progress of the cases. 

  

(7) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee shall keep a watch on the progress of the case by calling for 

reports from the panel lawyers within such time as may be determined by the Committee. 

 

(8) If the progress of the case is not satisfactory, the Committee may advise the Legal Services Institution to 

take appropriate steps. 

 

(9) The Committees shall meet at least once in a fortnight.    

 

(10) The Monitoring and Mentoring Committee may meet as and when the meeting is convened by the Member-

Secretary or the Secretary as the case may be.”. 

 
10. In the principal regulations, in regulation 12, for the words “Monitoring Committee” occurring at both the 

places, the words “Monitoring and Mentoring Committee” shall be substituted.  

11. In the principal regulations, in regulation 13, for the words “Monitoring Committee, the words “Monitoring and 

Mentoring Committee” shall be substituted.  

12.  In the principal regulations, in regulation 15, for the words “Monitoring Committee, the words “Monitoring and 

Mentoring Committee” shall be substituted.  

13. In the principal regulations, in regulation 16, for the words “Monitoring Committee, the words “Monitoring and 

Mentoring Committee” shall be substituted.  

14. In Form II of the principal regulations, in the heading, for the words “Monitoring Committee, the words 

“Monitoring and Mentoring Committee” shall be substituted.  

ALOK AGARWAL, Member-Secy. 

[ADVT.-III/4/Exty./319/18] 

Note : The principal regulations were published in the Gazette of India Extraordinary, Part-III, Section 4, vide 

notification No. L/61/10/NALSA dated the 9th September, 2010 and were last amended vide notification  

No. L/61/10/NALSA dated the 6
th

 August, 2014.      अिधसूचना अिधसूचना अिधसूचना अिधसूचना     नई �द� ली, 22  अ
 तूबर, 2018 फा स ंएल/28/09/नालसाफा स ंएल/28/09/नालसाफा स ंएल/28/09/नालसाफा स ंएल/28/09/नालसा.—क� �ीय �ािधकरण, िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण अिधिनयम, 1987 (1987 का 39) क� धारा 29 �ारा �द� त शि
 तय  का �योग करते #ए, रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण (लोक अदालत) िविनयम, 2009 का और संशोधन करने के िलए िन3 निलिखत िविनयम बनाती है, अथा5त् :--   1111.  संि�� त.  संि�� त.  संि�� त.  संि�� त नाम और �ारंभ नाम और �ारंभ नाम और �ारंभ नाम और �ारंभ————(1)  इन िविनयम  का संि+8 त नाम रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण (लोक अदालत) संशोधन िविनयम, 2018 ह ै।      (2)  ये राजप; म� उनके �काशन क� तारीख को �वृ� त ह गे ।  2.2.2.2.  रा0 1ीय िविधक सेवा �ािधकरण (लोक अदालत) िविनयम, 2009 (िजसे इसम� इसके प? चात् मूल िविनयम कहा गया ह)ै के िविनयम 2 म�--  (i)  खंड (ख) के प? चात् िन3 निलिखत खंड अंत:E थािपत �कया जाएगा, अथा5त् :--  ‘(खक) ‘‘मुकदमा पूव5 मामला’’ से प+कार  के बीच कोई ऐसा िववाद अिभ�ेत ह,ै जो Z यायालय के सम+ फाइल नह] �कया गया ह ै;’।  


